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SOME ETHNOLOGICAL AND NATIONAL FACTORS OF 

THE WARi 

By WILLIAM H. BABCOCK 

THIS year all the world has continued in turmoil, as everyone 
knows. Whatever else may be said of the war it is surely 
a stupendous anthropological phenomenon. It has seemed 
inevitable that the Anthropological Society of Washington should 
give it first place in attention, at least to the extent of investigating 
and explaining some of the factors involved, or liable soon to be in- 
volved, in the struggle. No better plan suggested itself, or was sug- 
gested, than a series of papers on the various peoples, sketching as 
far as possible the earliest archaeologic and anthropologic data, the 
racial origins, shiftings and blendings, the historic development and 
their present or very recent status, social, political and ethnologic. 
In view of the small number of meetings in a single season and 
the brevity of each, it was evident that exhaustiveness was impos- 
sible and compromise was necessary. So the lectures have been 
confined to the old world only and the greater and more complex 
powers have generally been exhibited as such only in one phase of 
their history or not at all, their place being taken by lesser but very 
distinctive national units more susceptible of adequate treatment 
in the limits available. Of course not all of these minor national 
entities have been given and for some topics we have relied on 
papers read before this society in recent past seasons. In spite of 
restrictions and compelled omissions, since the beginning of our 
season last October we have been able to present with fair approach 
to completeness Bohemia, Greece, Belgium, Roumania, Scandi- 
navia, Japan, Poland, Scotland, Russia, the Origins of the Chinese, 
the Origins of the Italians, Mesopotamia and Palestine — a widely 
distributed array of distinctive and immediately important peoples. 

' Address as retiring President delivered before the Anthropologicol Society of 
Washington, D.C., April 23, 1918. 
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The great body of information in these monographs or lectures, 
with other accessible data, should enable us to judge of the causes 
and nature of the present conflict and the means of preventing its 
repetition. 

Obviously, the issue is between nations; almost as obviously be- 
tween diverse conditions and antagonistic racial desires or aspir- 
ations. In common parlance it is a war between the central em- 
pires and the allied nations of the entente surrounding them, either 
in contact or at various intervals. The central empires are domi- 
nantly Teutonic, supported strenuously by divers more eastward 
peoples, Hungarian, Bulgarian, Turkish, all originally non-Aryan, 
but modified by long occupancy in the west. Their enemies are 
mostly English-speaking or Latin or Slavonic, excepting the peoples 
of the Far East who have as yet taken little part in the western 
battles. Again, the enemies surrounding the central empires are 
nearly all republics, or monarchies of the limited liberal type, which 
may be considered republics in all but name. According to the line 
of distinction, chosen, it may be justifiably looked on as a war be- 
tween democracy and autocracy or as a war of the Teutons and their 
partly Turanian adjuncts against the Slavs on the east and south- 
east, and Latins of the west and southwest, the latter being rein- 
forced by the English-speaking peoples and certain oriental coun- 
tries. It is to be noted, however, that a difference in kinds of gov- 
ernment had much less to do with the beginning of the strife than 
the vehement hostility of races, and national ambition. 

Of course such terms as race and nation are fluid and uncertain 
in ordinary use. Most broadly applied, the former covers the whole 
human race; a little less broadly, some of the great divisions, as 
the Caucasian, Mongolian or Negro race; more narrowly, we dis- 
tinguish the Semitic race from the Aryan or Hamitic; more narrowly 
still, the Arab from the Hebrew or the Celtic race from the Teu- 
tonic. Similarly there is on the one hand " the little Manx nation " 
and the vast nation of the United States, or the compact, but com- 
plex, Spanish nation, including the distinguishable Gallego of the 
northwest, the more distinct Catalan of the northeast and the 
northern Basque of mysterious and radically different origin. 
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In these and most other instances language aids in fixing the 
boundary; but it cannot be taken as an absolute and conclusive 
test of nationality or racial identity ; or as measuring the territorial 
range of those human ties and enthusiasms, which we are bound, at 
our peril, to respect. The Prussian and Bavarian are quite differ- 
ent physically and temperamentally, yet both speak German and 
feel a Germanic identity, even though they may disagree provin- 
cially. Among us the negro and the white man speak the same 
tongue and are devoted to the same country, though certainly under 
no illusion as to identity of race. Again, Switzerland has three or 
four languages, yet no one language, but nobody doubts the unity 
or patriotism of Switzerland. Belgium, too, is made up of Walloons 
and Flemings, differing greatly from each other in race as well as 
language; but we do not need to be told that Belgium is a most 
constant and tenacious little nation of a real and noble identity. 

It is apparent that classification of peoples for practical pur- 
poses must take into account most controllingly the instincts, be- 
liefs and aspirations of men. It may matter little whether an Al- 
satian peasant uses French or German in his daily speech or whether 
his skull be square or boat-form, provided his heart turns toward 
France and he counts himself a Frenchman. A dweller in Posen 
may have had nominal Prussian nationality and an equipment of 
German customs fastened upon him from childhood, yet remain 
enthusiastically a Pole, even though Poland has long been 
reduced to fragments and his particular fragment lies outside even 
of the name. Of course bodily and mental characteristics distin- 
guish different peoples more or less uncertainly and a common lan- 
guage is one of the greatest bonds to hold a nation together; but 
both must yield first place to the strong spontaneous selection of 
patriotic recognition, to what has lately become known as national 
self-definition or self-determination. Like many other problems 
which elude a priori solution, nationality in this sense may usu- 
ally be easily brought to a practical test. In any given case, the 
overriding rough-shod of such patriotic self-consciousness evokes a 
feeling of outrage and sacrilege in the affronted people. There is 
no surer cause of war and widespread suffering, and the best hope 
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of avoiding future calamity lies in such redistribution of nations 
and boundaries as will end or greatly lessen domination of the un- 
willing and make aggression more difficult. 

Even after so many later tragedies, it will be remembered that 
this war began with the attack of Austria on Serbia; the immediate 
occasion being the killing of an Austrian archduke in a Bosnian 
city by a young Bosnian man of Serbian blood. But this provo- 
cation had itself its provocation in the occupation, arbitrary and 
cruel domination and annexation by Austria of the provinces of 
Bosnia and Herzegovinia, ancient Serbian territory inhabited by 
Serbs. . Back of this lay the traditional Austrian policy of holding 
and ruling alien unwilling peoples, an oppressive system from which 
at different epochs both Switzerland and northern Italy had suc- 
cessively broken away, to their great prosperity and advancement. 
Back of it also lay the German conceit of racial superiority and 
sense of a mission to control, reorganize and exploit. This had been 
greatly developed and intensified since the successful and profit- 
able defeat of France in 1870. The heart of it lay in Berlin. It 
claimed justification in the danger, real or supposed, from the very 
numerous and prolific Slavs in the East, led by Russia. It saw 
opportunity in the weaker southeastern national units of that race 
and in the ill-organized people that lay beyond. Undoubtedly 
there were other motives to hostility, for example, a thorough 
understanding of French resentment and grief over the loss of 
Alsace and Lorraine with a strong desire to make reprisal impos- 
sible, and impatience of the growing power of the English-speaking 
nations on and beyond the seas, which seemed a final bar to equal 
German expansion. Into all of these, racial antagonism largely 
entered, but perhaps nowhere else is it quite so naked and salient 
as in the onslaught which has desolated Serbia and Poland and 
sends its armies ranging and looting through a great part of what 
was Russian territory, while still holding Bohemians, Croatians, 
Bosnians and other notable families of Slavs under iron Teutonic 
domination. 

Not that any of these peoples, nor the Teutons themselves, nor 
any people in all the world can be called really homogeneous; for 
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the human melting pot has long existed everjrwhere; but in each 
of these subjected or invaded peoples, as in many others, there 
exists a conviction of nationality or national identity and racial 
affiliation, sustained emotionally by an ideal of patriotism and an- 
swering the same purpose as a demonstrable community of descent 
and bond of blood. 

History holds the key of these magical-seeming and sometimes 
apparently illogical national identities, making an Irishman an 
Irishman, even if he should happen to be partly a Dane, partly a 
Norman and very much more pre-Gaelic than Gaelic; making a 
devoted Frenchman out of half a dozen different kinds of men, 
including the Breton who still in part holds to his Celtic speech 
and the mysterious Basque whose speech and origin are probably 
not Aryan at all; and convincing the German that he is Teutonic, 
notwithstanding the occupancy of German territory by the Huns 
of Attila, the absorption of the Wends and other fragments of 
northern Slavs and the presence of great bodies of population dis- 
tinctly marked with the Alpine type. 

Nobody can hope to explain all these crystallizations of self def- 
inition nor relate the movements and changes of men which led up 
to them. They must reach in many cases far back into the begin- 
nings of the white race, somewhere in the northern half of the great 
Eurasian continent. Mankind may have originated in the tropics, 
and one of its chief subdivisions, the Negro, has probably never 
willingly migrated away from them or warm regions of similar con- 
ditions and products. Afterward at indeterminate periods through 
long intervals various kinds of ancient men flowed into and over 
Europe, perhaps sometimes westward from Asia, sometimes north- 
ward from Africa. We dig up their gradually improving series of 
utensils and some of their bones and discourse about their hori- 
zons; which chiefly tend to show rather numerous accessions of 
population, perhaps with some partial extermination and certainly 
on the whole slow improvement. Perhaps none of the earlier peo- 
ples, unless the very most recent, conformed to our general ideal of 
any one of the main types of the race as known today. But they 
must have left representatives among still later comers and their 
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blood must continue to sway the conduct of European modern men, 
to what extent we cannot tell. 

But at length in a relatively recent, but still very remote period 
we seem to find a white population of Aryan speech pouring out 
from some interior point, perhaps of western Asia, in great human 
waves, it may be with wide intervals of time between them and over- 
running Europe or various parts of Europe. There they presum- 
ably mingled with predecessors already on the ground, in different 
proportions and under various circumstances of climate and con- 
dition ; so that either by these modifications or by preexisting idio- 
syncrasies or both, the special kinds of white men came into exist- 
ence, whom we identify as Celtic, Teutonic, Latin, Slavonic and 
others — named most naturally from the type of language, which 
each normally uses or has used. 

Not that the movement was wholly confined to the white race. 
The Mongolian or Turanian and intermediate folk may have given 
the impulse. Quite certainly in historic times these darker people 
have followed the same path. The Hun forced his way through 
as far as France, but he came as a hated intruder among Aryan 
people already long settled on the ground, and the Turk and Tartar 
have been considerably later still. It is also true that Semitic 
peoples, operating from the eastern and southeastern shores of the 
Mediterranean, have made at various times serious incursions be- 
yond its northern borders. But the story of Europe is mainly a 
story of successive inundations of Aryan-speaking populations and 
the interblending of them with predecessors, who adopted their 
tongue, developing in various modifications and in various quarters 
the racial and national characteristics of many distinctive peoples. 

Physically the Europeans thus constituted may be divided by 
rough approximations into three zones — a northern zone of tall 
blond long-headed people; a southern zone of shorter darker long- 
headed people and an intermediate zone of sturdy broad-headed 
people, often mountaineers, of varying height and neither excessively 
blond nor extremely dark. Linguistically, the Celts were the far- 
thest west, the Slavs the farthest east, the Greeks and Latins at 
the Suoth and the Teutons in the middle and northward. In the 
lapse of centuries there have been some general changes and more 
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of a special local kind. On the whole everywhere the population 
has been darkening, perhaps tending to show that the duskier in- 
gredients assimilated by the original Aryans were better acclimated 
or naturally adapted to prevail and become permanent. Also, the 
Greek and Celtic languages have shrunk to a small area for daily 
use, the latter being almost wholly confined to parts of Ireland, 
Scotland, Wales and Brittany, the mountainous western fringe of 
the continent. On the other hand, the composite and very copious 
English language has developed from a Teutonic stock nourished 
from many sources, as far apart as Latin, Arabic and Algonquin, 
and has spread immensely beyond the seas. The same is true as 
to territory, though not quite as to population of certain Romance 
languages, notably the Spanish. The Slavs and Teutons have long 
been interlocked, each gaining a little at the expense of the other 
so that, in this matter of language, it is hard to say where the pre- 
ponderance lies. 

The clashings and shakings down of the various kinds of Euro- 
pean men have resulted naturally in the crystallization of sundry 
self-defined and clearly recognizable units, each of which for the 
sake of humanity, fair dealing and the general peace, ought to have 
jurisdiction over all the people understood to naturally belong to 
it and willingly seeking such allegiance. Beginning at the north, 
we have Scandinavia, which seems to need little change, except the 
return to Denmark of the Danish province of Sleswig, torn away 
rather long ago by Austria and Prussia and still held by the latter. 
Holland may well retain its present boundaries. Belgium obviously 
should be restored to full independence, with the utmost reparation 
that is feasible for the many wrongs committed against her, but 
with no great expansion of area; France should regain Alsace and 
Lorraine, the provinces conquered from her in 1870 and which still 
display for the most part a strong French leaning at least. Switz- 
erland needs no change. Italy should acquire the Italia Irredenti 
of the Trentino and Istria. Poland should again be set up as a 
real and powerful nation with her former boundaries, including the 
Polish regions now dominated by Prussia and Austria. Bohemia 
should be freed from Austria as completely as Italy and should in- 
clude the Slovaks and the Slavic populations of Moravia and Silesia. 
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Serbia should become the nucleus of a strong south Slavic state in- 
cluding the Montenegrins, Herzegovinians, Bosnians, Croatians and 
Slovenes. Ireland should be made as autonomous as Canada, with 
only proper safeguards for the minority in religion and politics. 
Roumania should be restored to full independence with the addi- 
tion of adjacent Roumanian-peopled territory in Transylvania and 
Bessarabia. Greece should have such Greek-speaking territory as 
lies outside her boundaries, but near. Armenia, Palestine and the 
new Arab kingdom set up in Mecca should be emancipated from the 
Turk and sustained and encouraged. 

This list is not meant to be exhaustive, and such changes, how- 
ever extensive, could not hope to remove all the causes of future 
quarrel. Most of them obviously depend on a very complete over- 
throw of the central powers. But that outcome may be hopefully 
foreseen as affording the best chance now open to humanity of pre- 
venting for the future any such wholesale slaughter of men, quite 
without precedent, as we have witnessed during the past three 
or -four years. Such a rearrangement of peoples in accordance with 
their predilections would do away with most of the heartburnings 
that come from national aggression and make the path of the ag- 
gressor very difficult. Moreover, the league of civilization which 
would be able to establish this new status might easily retain a 
police power to enforce order "where the common sense of most 
will keep the restless few in awe." It is to be remembered that 
the world has never before been in such condition as to make the 
permanent rule of law a feasibility. Outside of the pale of Rome's 
civilization there lurked the formidable hordes of barbarians which 
were her bane, as the Mongols and Manchus poured in over the 
defenses of China. But communication and transportation are 
much more speedy now, the nations are more closely knit together; 
the world is more generally peopled. The league of civilization, 
once able to prevent serious disorder within it, could have nothing 
to fear from the outside, because there would be no outside nearer 
than the moon or the other planets. In such circumstances we 
might reasonably expect an indefinitely long reign of universal law. 

Washington, D. C. 



